SECRET * 5/ /"V 

June 2, 1959 . (L/QsQ 

To: The Acting Secretary / 

Through: S/S t~^ j / 

Prom: EUR - Foy D. KohlerKfl) 

Subject: Significant points In Geneva memoranda of 
conversations 

The following developments reported In memoranda \f 

fincnr^r^^oranp^g^r^^^^^-SnhUh ^ 

went to you, may b« of interest." * ** wn icn ^ 

1 ' Berlin settlement . In a conversation on l'a- ?•? X 

wlt j? ° r * urewo, Merchant said that by "interim solution* 5 W 
we aid not mean a standstill pr op osal, which had serious 

bv1lT,' li: H 1 ln "^V 3 v * ew - but * temporary settlement to ^ 

£u C £^? S 'Ji reunification. In a conversation with ^ 

«?£^\ L thB Geman Dele 3 a tlon °n May 28, Thompson X^i 

said that the reason for contemplating a separate Berlin \ 

settlement was to meet the problem of how to Justify a \ 

Summit conference, pointing out that Berlin seemed to be GsN 
the only subject on which progress appeared possible. 

f. Soviet attitude towa rd West German rearmament . (\» 

??„?? a «° ?°? vel,3at i°ns Gromyko has several times "rT- I * 

fleeted Soviet concern about the atomic arming of the ^ 

S^c^L^ pU ^ iC - °? Hay , 21 ' for •»»Pl*. following the \aI 
Secretary's dinner, Gromyko attacked the trend toward \k 
atomic arming of West Germany and appeared totally un- 
impressed by the Secretary's and McElroy's explanation 
that nuclear warheads would remain In US custody, simi- 
larly in a conversation with Couve on May 2?, Gromyko r\ 
f! V ! «"> impression that the installation or non- <& 
wal an $™^L 3tr Zt* Si Z w ? a P°? a ln ^e Federal Hepublic ^ 
was an Important matter to the 3oviets; when Couve ex- \l 
plained that tactical weapons only were involved and that Kv 
In any case warheads would remain in US custody, Gromyko • • ^ 
commented that one could not be sure that this would ' - ■ fo 
.— ^ always be the case. ; ^ 

(£y ** 3> Duration... 'p'A )\ 
'"** '~ J \ 

"5* secret r,*;; N^ 




stages. 



had 



3* Duration of Conference . At a meeting of tN 
^dl,^^?™ iV ° rei S n Ministers on May 22, there was" 
a discussion of a possible termination date for the 
conference on Uest German Initiative. Couve doubted 
the desirability of the West's pressing for flxinr r 
terminal date because of the propaganda disads 
Tae Secretary commented that the Soviets appet 
envisage a lengthy conference, pointing out that in 
his nuclear test discussion with Gromyko the latter 
*™ ? t} ? h ? te3 ? nc e oti at°rs submit a report to the 
tw f?i Mnl T ster n 3 < whlch c °^d not be done until some 
time after June 8 when the nuclear test conferenr - re- 



k- Summit site. Duckwitz of the West German 
D^S-M™ r e r rt0d °? l H 2 ?, that Ulchev of the Soviet 
Delegation had suggested Berlin as a possible Sumviit 
It t SKI " a ? n0t dl3tur ^ed when Duckwitz pointed out 
lonf *Z~ ° nly n 3Ui . tab i! faclll «" in Berlin for a Sunuit 
conference woulc be the Congress Hall in Vfest Berlin. 
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